MkdI’  AL  Okpiobb’s  Rkport. 

'rij6  Clork  reafi  the  antumi  rapart  of  the 
Mf'dical  Officer  of  Health,  which  was  aa  follows  : 
Oo'itl,-men , 

la  i>rp«-*nth'f;  my  2Snl  annual  rp|>nr*..  I lipg  to  "sy 
that  Hie  tlel'u  in  <|.i|iu;  v,,  |)  .ri^mi  from  tli-i  aloieiii'a 

of  U>e  census  retuinn  fr.r  IMI  of  the  po|mlarloi>  in  Hm 
R'lra  I Diiti'ict,  \vtilii>i:t  which  it  wh'h  iuiiioaHihle  to  com- 
pile ncciuatM  atatiHi.ics 

The  ennmemtion  of  tlie  population  now  reneived 
iTi'm  til-  Rayi-itiiir  (ietieral'a  Offire  I'onii's  aoiaewliaf  as 
a su.pnse,  lieinK  only  ll,918ag.iinst  12,650  at  tlie  census 
of  18H1. 

Diirini:  Mm  last  deca  1e  there  has  heuii  a steaily  animal 
increase  of  hit  Mis  over  cleaths.  with  a correspomliiiK 
iiicrease  of  nniinlaiion,  but  lIm.Me  yearly  incrcineiits 
were  apparently  more  than  counter-imhinceil  liy  con- 
tniuons  rcniiivalM  from  rmal  to  nrban  centres,  iih.l  also 
Ijy  em't'iiition  ahroail. 

The  cenenil  health  of  the  rural  district  has  ln*en 
favonrahie  diiriim  the  last  year,  the  ileatli  into  liavioK 
heeii  13  f)  per  1000  populatinii  aKainst  14  2,  th»  avoriig- 
of  the  I ist  ten  years,  this  heini'  .a  lower  rat.o  than 

that  of ‘he  rural  districts  of  Knaland  and  Wales  cen- 
enilly.  ® 

These  deaths  have  heeii  nearly  equally  distrihuted 
amitngsh  tlm  Union  tlistricts,  the  largest  iininher  hnrins 
iis  nsmil  tAkeii  place  in  No.  4 district,  which  includes  i 
the  woiKhntHM  IiiMiinary  with  ils  many  cases  of  senile 
dociiy.  TIib  inortilif.y  amonust  infants  under  one  year  • 
ofjuc  CiintiniieH  to  he  saMsfnctorily  low,  namely  15 
per  1000  id  the  population,  or  70  per  1000  of  hirths  rPRis- 
tered.  Tim  moitalily  timler  1 year  in  mini  Riujland 
and  Wales  in  lOni  was  138qjer  1000  hirths,  thatls.  ilouhle 
Ihemteof  this  ili-stvict. 

Tim  hirtli  rate  Is  file  lowest  on  record  for  the  last  ten 
years,  hain^;  oiily280  thoavernfje  of  3ii. 

The  mortality  from  infections  diseisfis  was  seven' 
beam  one  fioin  metisies,  four  from  wlioopioK 
couKh,  01)0  from  croup,  «.n(l  ong-  from  tljar- 
rlKBa,  all  In  children  uinler-  mnier  - Hve  liiv- 
intr  tlm  very  low  rate  of  0 5 per  1000  population.  In 
rural  EiiKland  anrl  Wales  last  year  this  rat«  was  I'65. 

Tim  only  infectious  iliseave  prev'fjlniK  to  any  extent  in 
1901  was  scarlet  fever,  Of  tlii.s  disease  42  casus  were 
noLiQed,  hut  none  enileil  fatally.  i 

The  disease  wns  chieHy  .'uiiongst  chIMren,  and  the 
hrunt  of  tlio  illness  fell  on  Union  districts  *2  and  4 there  • 
haviiiK  heon  le  ctm^s  in  Mteventmi.  North  Waltliam  and  i 
Oakley,  and  22  in  Sheifleld  and  Brainley. 

This  epidemic  was  a continuation  of  Mm  one  prevail-  ' 
IHK  in  Hip  last  months  of  1900.  which  originated  in  the 
Alton  flisttich  amfiiiK.st  the '•  hoppers.”  The  disoime  I 
sureml  from  Tadiey  into  Rams.lale  i,y  inforcomniHiiica- 
tioii  of  famflias,  and  as  occasionally  slight  casHS  pass 
nnoh.served  and  iintroaled  they  baimma  tlm  chief  cause  ' 

of  extension  to  otimrs.  ■ 

Almost  eveiy  c.i.se  when  notifieil  was  immediately 
removed  Into  Mm  Imlolion  Hospital,  as  they  could  nob 
he  properly  treaip.l  in  rhoir  own  homca  ; lint  whenever  I 
this  was  possible  it  was  ih. lie,  with  the  view  of  saving 
the  gieat.Mpcose  of  leinoval  into  nnd  treatment  hi  the 
Zsotalion  Flaxpital.  , 

Drtspite  tlm  necessary  Imavy  outlay  the  existence  and  ! 
use  of  the  mnv  rsolaiion  hosjiitjil  Ims  lieen  of  the  great-  i 
est  service  in  rostiicting  Hie  increase  of  the  epidemics. 

Jniie  only  excepted,  owes  .if  scarlet  fever  were  ' 
notified  III  evorv  month  throiiahouJ  the  year,  and  in 
most  of  the  Union  districts.  Many  of  these  cases  were  ' 
sporadic,  and  in  only  two  of  the  Union  di.sbricts.  2 ■ 
and  4.  c-iiild  the  disnase  be  said  to  he -pidemic.  In  ■ 
dealing  with  this  and  other  freely  coobigmus  diseases 
closure  of  the.schools  lias  l.eoii  had  recourse  to,  but  only  ^ 
when  other  nm;mur&s  and  careful  exclusion  of  childreu  ' 
fidiii  Infected  houses  h.ad  proved  insufficient.  : 

No  ca.se  of  -smallpox  has  oci'iirreil,  hut  in  Urn  event  of 
Hiii  h an  occurrence  effectivo  means  of  dealin-r  with  the  ' 

disejuse  have  heeii  consi, lured  Hiid  ananged  witli  the* 
Rural  District  Houncii. 

Meaiiwiiile  re-vacciontioii  is  being  carrie-l  out 
amongst  the  officials  anil  inmates  of  the  Woi  koii.se  and 
amongst  tlie  piililic  generally. 

Only  two  cases  of  diphtlieria  were  nntifled  and  lioth 
weiesucce-ssfoliy  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

There  were  as  usual  many  cases  of  whooping  cough  in 
•JOjiie  Pn-rt.s  of  the  Rural  District,  four  of  these  proving 

This  disease,  in  common  with  mejislcs.  Is  notimtifi  iMe 
here,  ami  can  im  hut  imperfectly  dealt  with  hv  the 
sanitary  autlHirities. 

III  loy  opinion  a mod  Ified  system  of  notilicatlon  might 
he  adopted  with  lulvaiilage  for  measles  and  wlio.iplio' 
cough.  Tlm  ineilical  men  in  thescverul  Union  districls 
imghft  he  ashed  to  m.tify  the  (h.st  ease  in  any  household 
I ns  would  pJaco  the  .Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the 
alert,  tlm  schoolmaster  would  ho  officially  warned  aoil 
the  school  children  inspecteil.  It  i«  the  coiigregatiou  of 
cliddien  in  school  rJi.it  causes  the  rapi.i  rise  of  an 
epidrinio,  anil  ail  cliildieii  witli  “colds”  or  feverislJ 
symptoms  would  bo  at  once  soot  home.  1 

Six  cases  of  ery.sipehus  were  notiHe-l,  cliirfly  facial  and  ' 
ol  a iiiilil  type,  one  case  only  being  of  a serious  iiainve.  I 
One  ease  of  eiit-ri  - fev-r  was  roporteil  from  No  1 
dishict  imcrperal  fever  in  No  6 Union  i 

Dianhoea  w.is  Ih.ss  prevalent  than  usual  amongst 
chddioii  or  adults,  tloo-e  having  been  but  oim  .leath 
from  tins  caii>e;  nor  were  any  deaths  returned 
uinler  ‘•eiitroitis 

1 Im  niorlaiity  from  idilliisis  Is  tlm  .same  as  last  year, 
iianmiy  10,  hciiig  less  tinui  one  in  every  1,000  of  the  ‘ 

popiilatimi.  Tliis  is  a satisfactory  feature  in  Hie  i ctnrns.  ' t 
an.l  showN  i.iDit  the  iuipi'oveinent  in  Hie  dwelliiigsof  tlm  ' r 
l-'or  r-te. ling  favourahly  Mg-iiiHC  this  great  cause  of  , 
iiioitatit)  throiiglioub  bnglaml.  , ' 

Tlie  deaths  returned  under  heart  disease  are  ahvavs  ) 
ouiiierooK,  hut  v-ry  few  of  tJi-se  are  neiire  cases  fha 
groat  innjoi  iiy  Jxdng  iiistance.s of  heart  failure  in  acetl  ^ 
and  hrokeii  dtjwii  constitntirins.  > t 

Ciincer  was  fatal  in  six  iii.sfaiires.  Last  year  sixteen  ' ’ 
doaHis  were  i etnrnerl  from  tliis  pause.  Five  deatlis  from  * 
mUimn/,:i,  and  two  from  aoci.leats,  curupJete  tlie  ndl  of 
mortality  for  1901.  i 

Hy-sfemafic  and  special  inspecHons  ofyilhoms  .and  • 
gChools  have  lieen  made  in  the  course  of  tlie  year. 


^^Tlm  water  supply  himheen  sufficient  and  of  good  qual-  ! 

'I'lm  rottiige  dwellings  aio  improving  year  hy  vear,  ' 
and  .althoiixb  there  are  occasional  insfiiiicus  ..fover- 
crowdiog,  the  general  lionsing  of  tlie  poor  in  Mils  Rural 
Distio  t has  gieally  ehanged  for  the  Ijetler  duriug  the  ’ 
'ast  decade.  ^ 1 

inspector  during  the  i.ast  ’< 
>ear  has  ns  usual  been  iniportaiit  and  exten.sive  and  c 

has  hueii  earned  out  witli  ze.il  ami  efficiemy.  ^ 

Ten  .•ondeinned  eotlages  have  been  pulled  .lown  or  it 
ihiit  lip,  and  Unity  repaired  and  improved  l''orf.y-two  Ir 
•iikehonse.s  have  heen  limewashe.i.aiMi  four  striici  iirallv  A 
.....I..,  humlred  other  sanif  iry 

ins,  etc.,  have  hoeii  • ” 

I ain.  Gentlemen,  •* 

Voiir  ohedient  -ervant,  : D 

riiviil.BS  llKNllV  .IniixsoN"  - t 

n said  it  was  a satisfactory  report. 
Medical  Officer  was  lahiiu' 
notice  of  lb-  Hoard  in  isolating  fever  ca..es,  wh-o 
possi!,!.,  <)  iliH  patients'  r.  - 


imp 

inaller.s  coinmcteil  wiih  privies, 
atlendeil  to  ami  veclided. 


The  Cl 
He  wn- 


-fypeiiso  .Je  niongTR  they  must  11 
Coo.pli'iient  the  Medical  Offic-r  oil  bis  rep-ot.  84 

DonlilU-ss  it  would  Im  publisbcd  in  the  newspaper,  th 
wild  till-',  would  then  be  able  to  give  it  more  lime  W' 
than  lli-'V  could  to-day,  and  if  the  Coimcil  then  be 
thnnght  fit  iliey  could  carry  out  the  Medical  nli 

Officer'-  aagge.stioiis.  px 

Tliir  Clerk  : With  regard  to  the  notification  of  ftti 
measles  and  whooping  cough  ? i>'l 

The  Cbairman  : Tes.  Kii 

- th 
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tl.arhftv.7iTd  face 
^ne  ant  to  turn  his  back  hUo  ^ 

thinse  or  the  peopU  he  ought  to  hght  , aoct 

r.lly  that  he  ehould  try  to  leave  bia 
ea  he  (lied  a little  better  thiva  he  Imd  fouad  H 
tl..t  U.  -me  soo.l  to  lue  0 .00  7 
•iiitr  hie  life  And  if  we  ooiae  to  ihink  about  it 
M ore  very  .nnol.  the  thinsa  lh«t  you  waot  o 

olve  upou  to-day-to  b-.qmte  trutl.tol  to  o 
iraneol.e,  aud  to  be  helpios  oll.er  people  a -d 
leave  tUe  country,  when  you  ooniu  o d , 
iter  than  you  found  it.  Hut  ,t  would  not  be  a 
of  Kiiod  to  make  that  resolve  if  we  8-ip  tb*’*  • 
nvever  good  sncb  a ,1^ 

idmo-<t  sure  to  come  to  nothing  if  " _ 7 . 

in  our  owM  etreaglh.  We  may  keep 
Must  a little  while,  and  then  it  ciumbles 

bv  you.  We  all  linow  the  in-dwell.i.a'  » ' 

at'reusth  and  power  ‘l'»tqan  oonie  in  o ew  ry  . 
of  yonr  lives  from  God  the  floly  Hpl  ,i„.r 

„.,d  malK  the  thins  poseible 

wise  have  been  quite  out  of  P When  .on 

And  to-day  you  come  to  get  that  help.  . 

kuoel  at  .hi.e  step  and  I lay  u.y  hands  " 
head.  God  gives  yon  a promise  that  "'he"  yon 

trying  to  nialte  your  resolve  come  trne  He 

.-.sau:.. -- 


